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Request for Continued Examination (7 pag «) 
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THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDU; L OR ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS 
ADDRESSED, AND MAY CONTAIN PROPRIETARY INFORMATION TH* " IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL, AND 
EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. IF YOU ARI: NOT THE ADDRESSEE, YOU ARE 
HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION, OR C SPYING OF THIS COMMUNICATION IS 
STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS COMMUNICA ION IN ERROR. NOTIFY US 
IMMEDIATELY BY TELEPHONE (COLLECT). THANK YOU. 
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1 hereby certify thaHhis pape>is%emg facsimile transmitted to the Patent and Trademar Office on the date shown below: 

By: ^ I ,/ 

Date: 3|^(/rjr i «4' 

Atty Docket No.: 0/97286 US 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TR IDEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of: 
DEHAANETAL. 

Serial No.: 09/446,416 Group Art Uj it: 3763 

Filed: December 20, 1999 Examiner: L jSanto, R 

For: PRELOADED IMPLANTATION DEVICE 



Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Arlington, V A 22313 



Dear Sir: 

Request for RCE of March : 6, 2004 

I. Introduction 

Applicants respectfully respond to the final office iction of November 26, 2003, 
by submitting an RCE, as follows: Please charge the dep sit account 02-2334 for any 
required fees and to credit any credits. The Response to i le Final Office Action was not 
entered. Further, Applicants hereby petition for a one-mc nth extension of time and 
respectfully request that the fee be charged to deposit acc .unt 02-2334. 
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